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AMCONSUL DHAHRAN 

CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 6281 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ETRD, SA 

SUBJECT: REPORT OF LIQUOR SMUGGLING TO SAUDI ARABIA 
REF: STATE 214088 

1 . FROM OUR EXPEREINCE WITH SAUDI CUSTOMS AND OTHER SAUDI 
OFFICIALS, WE DO NOT BELEIVE THAT USG WOULD GAIN ANY 
POINTS WITH SAG BY ALLOWING U.S. CUSTOMS SERVICE TO 
INFORM SAUDI CUSTOMS OF ALLEGED VIOLATIONS OF SAUDI LAW. 

USG WOULD BE IN EFFECT HELPING TO ENFORCE SAUDI LAW, AND 
WE HAVE IN PAST TOLD SAG OFFICIALS THAT USG TELLS U.S. 

CITIZENS THAT THEY MUST ABIDE BY SAUDI LAWS WHILE THEY ARE 
IN KINGDOM BUT THAT USG DOES NOT HELP ENFORCE THOSE LAWS. 

2. WHILE SAUDI PENALTIES FOR ALCOHOL VIOLATIONS REMAIN 
SEVERE (FLOGGING, PRISON TERMS, STIFF FINES, DEPORTATION), 

DRINKING AMONG EXPATRIATES AND MANY "WESTERNIZED" SAUDIS 
HERE REMAINS WIDESPREAD, SIMILAR TO OUR OWN PROHIBITION 
PERIOD IN THE U.S. SMUGGLING ALCOHOL IS ENDEMIC FROM 

ALL COUNTRIES REGULARLY SUPPLYING IMPORTS. WE KNOW OF 
NO OTHER SUPPLIER COUNTRY WHICH IS UNDERTAKING AN EFFORT 
SIMILAR TO THAT WHICH CUSTOMS PROPOSES IN REFTEL TO 
PREVENT THEIR CITIZENS FROM EXPORTING REPEAT EXPORTING 
SLCOHOL TO SAUDI ARABIA. EMBASSY SEES NO JUSTIFICATION 
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FOR SINGLING OUT U.S. EXPORTERS AND AMCITS RESIDENT IN THIS 
DESERT NATION FOR MORE RIGOROUS PROSECUTION FOR 
ALCOHOL OFFENSES THAN THEIR FRIENDLY COLLEAGUES AND 
COMPETITORS FROM OTHER COUNTRIES. 

3. WE SUSPECT THAT THE SPECIAL STATUS THESE SHIPMENTS 
ENJOY IS ENTRY AS MILITARY IMPORTS.IF SAUDI FIRM 
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MENTIONED IN PARA 2 IS UNITED TRADING AND ENGINEERING 
CO. (VICE UNITED TRADERS AND ENGINEERS), IT ACTS AS AN 
"ADVISOR" FOR MILITARY SALES TO THE SAG. WE HAVE NO 
INFORMATION ON THE ACTIVITIES OF AUTOLOGIC IN SAUDI 
ARABIA. 

4. IT SEEMS TO US THAT BETTER COURSE OF ACTION BY USG 
WOULD HAVE U.S. CUSTOMS WARN FIRMS IN QUESTION THAT THEY 
ARE VIOLATING SAUDI LAW AND THAT U.S. CITIZENS INVOLVED 
COULD END UP IN SAUDI PRISON OR ON FLOGGING BENCH. 

WEST 
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